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Mark Kelly, Christopher Murphy, 
Sherrod Brown, Tina Smith, Jacky 
Rosen, Benjamin L. Cardin, Jack Reed, 
Tammy Baldwin, Jeanne Shaheen, 
Mazie K. Hirono, Ben Ray Luján. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on amendment No. 
5051, offered by the Senator from Mon-
tana, Mr. TESTER, to H.R. 3967, a bill to 
improve health care and benefits for 
veterans exposed to toxic substances, 
and for other purposes, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) is 
necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Senator 
from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY), the 
Senator from Nebraska (Mr. SASSE), 
and the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 
WICKER). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 78, 
nays 17, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 225 Leg.] 

YEAS—78 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Feinstein 

Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 

Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—17 

Blackburn 
Burr 
Crapo 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 

McConnell 
Paul 
Portman 
Risch 
Romney 
Scott (SC) 

Shelby 
Sullivan 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 

NOT VOTING—5 

Cruz 
Kennedy 

Sasse 
Warnock 

Wicker 

(Mr. SCHATZ assumed the Chair.) 
(Ms. BALDWIN assumed the Chair.) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HEINRICH). On this vote, the yeas are 
78, the nays are 17. 

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to. 

The Senator from Arizona. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nominations en 
bloc: Calendar Nos. 990, 991, and 992; 
that the Senate vote on the nomina-
tions en bloc without intervening ac-
tion or debate; that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon table; that any statements re-
lated to the nominations be printed in 
the RECORD; that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion; and the Senate resume legislative 
session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nominations of 
Joshua D. Hurwit, of Idaho, to be 
United States Attorney for the District 
of Idaho, for the term of four years; Ge-
rard M. Karam, of Pennsylvania, to be 
United States Attorney for the Middle 
District of Pennsylvania for the term 
of four years; and Jacqueline C. Ro-
mero, of Pennsylvania, to be United 
States Attorney for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania for the term of 
four years en bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
JUNETEENTH IN PORTLAND, OR-
EGON 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, Senator 
MERKLEY and I wish to recognize the 
50th anniversary of the Juneteenth Or-
egon Celebration in our hometown of 
Portland, OR. Every year on June 19, 
people in Portland and across the State 
of Oregon and the Nation join together 
to celebrate when, on June 19, 1865, 
more than 250,000 enslaved people in 
Texas were finally declared free more 
than 2 years after the signing of the 
Emancipation Proclamation. 
Juneteenth is a celebration of freedom 
and recognition that emancipation was 
delayed for many enslaved people even 
after the Civil War was over. This day 
is among the most important days of 
commemoration in our Nation. 

The Juneteenth celebration was 
brought to Oregon in 1945 by the late 
and beloved community leader Clara 
Peoples. She led the first-ever 
Juneteenth celebration in Oregon at 
work. When her supervisor told her 
that if the celebration ran over 15 min-
utes she would be fired, she announced 
to her coworkers, ‘‘Hear ye, hear ye. 
It’s Juneteenth. We have 15 minutes to 

celebrate.’’ Thanks to Clara’s tireless 
efforts in the community and her work 
to create the nonprofit organization 
Juneteenth OR, the first official city-
wide celebration of Juneteenth oc-
curred 50 years ago on June 19, 1972— 
and is today celebrated with a parade 
and other festivities like delicious 
food, art and live music. 

Clara Peoples continued fighting for 
her community by lobbying at all lev-
els of government to make Juneteenth 
a recognized holiday on the State and 
national level. While, sadly, Clara did 
not live to see her efforts realized, she 
clearly paved the way for Juneteenth 
to at long last be declared a Federal 
holiday and a State holiday in Oregon. 
Today, we remember and honor her as, 
in the words of the Rev. Dr. Ronald 
Myers, ‘‘the mother of Juneteenth.’’ 

Soon after Clara Peoples passed away 
in 2015, her granddaughters Jenelle 
Jack and Jynnefer Robinson took over 
as leaders of Juneteenth OR. Jenelle 
and Jynnefer continue to champion 
this special and important event, cre-
ating and coordinating online celebra-
tions for 2 years during the peak of the 
COVID–19 pandemic. They even sent 
Oregon’s candidate for last year’s Miss 
Juneteenth, Aceia Spade from Eugene, 
OR, to Galveston, TX, where she was 
crowned National Miss Juneteenth 
Queen. It was through Jenelle and 
Jynnefer’s efforts—and the efforts of 
the dedicated staff and volunteers of 
Juneteenth OR—that Portlanders and 
Oregonians across the State will once 
again be able to celebrate Juneteenth 
in person this year. We look forward to 
another Clara Peoples Freedom Trail 
Parade this year, as well as another 
Miss Juneteenth competition where 
young Black women will have the op-
portunity to showcase who they are, 
their talents, and their confidence. 

While celebrating a victory in the 
fight to keep the film ‘‘Birth of a Na-
tion,’’ which celebrated the terrorism 
of the Ku Klux Klan, from being played 
in Portland, another Oregon hero and 
notable civil rights advocate Beatrice 
Morrow Cannady said, ‘‘human rights, 
the greatest of all rights, and human 
happiness once again triumphed.’’ So 
we want to say that when enslaved peo-
ple in Texas finally learned that they 
were free, human rights and human 
happiness triumphed. When Juneteenth 
became a citywide celebration in Port-
land 50 years ago, human rights and 
human happiness triumphed. When 
Juneteenth became a national holiday 
in 2021, human rights and human happi-
ness triumphed. And now, on the 50th 
anniversary of Portland’s first 
Juneteenth and the first time that Or-
egon has recognized this important day 
as a State holiday, human rights and 
human happiness have triumphed. 

Juneteenth is an opportunity to cele-
brate the emancipation of Black Amer-
icans and progress made in the fight 
for human rights and human happiness. 
It is also a reminder, however, that the 
fight for true equity for all Americans 
is far from over. Together, we must 
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